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LAST YEAR the Old-Time Radio Re-
searchers Purchasing Group acquired 
the entire collection of otr materials 

from the family of Mr. Joseph Hehn. It con-
sists primarily of 50 boxes of transcription 
tapes containing old-time radio programs. As 
volunteers work their way through the tapes, 
digitizing and transferring them, many of the 
episodes are being uploaded to the Internet 
Archive and can be located and listened 
to at Archive.org/details/joe-hehn. Among 
those appearing there so far are 42 episodes 
of Road of Life. According to project leader 
Dr. Joe Webb all but two of these are newly 
discovered and previously uncirculated. I 
have probably listened to all of the episodes 
available prior to the discovery of these, and 
as I view the list of titles of those in the Joe 
Hehn collection only one or two look familiar.

Road of Life was one of the most popu-
lar old-time radio soap operas, sponsored 
throughout most of its long run by Duz. Many 
of the surviving episodes begin with the an-
nouncer stating that, “Yes, it’s the Duz pro-
gram. Road of Life.” Those in the Joe Hehn 
collection, which are from the years 1944-45, 
open with a woman saying three times over a 
hospital p.a. system, “Dr. Brent, call Surgery.” 
Dr. Jim Brent is the principal character of the 
serial. He is good, honest, competent, com-
passionate and even displays an occasional 
sense of humor. But he is unfortunate in his 
love life. His wife, Carol, is an independent 
feminist who deeply resents Jim’s efforts to 
keep her at home cooking, cleaning and mind-
ing their young daughter, Janie. She has her 
own career and insists on pursuing it while 
fulfilling her functions as a homemaker. She 
also gives Jim cause for concern by carrying 
on a flirtation with a handsome cad named 
Alec Ransom. There is more than one scene 
(one taking place in an automobile at night) 
in which they engage in passionate embraces 
and kissing and Alec leads Carol to believe 
that he is in love with her. Friends and other 
family members find out about the relation-
ship, which causes Jim acute embarrassment. 
But there is no conclusive evidence that Carol 
and Alec committed adultery.

For the remainder of this article I will sum-
marize the first eight episodes of Road of Life 
in the Joe Hehn collection, and for subsequent 
issues of Radiogram I hope to write descrip-
tions of the remaining 34. During this process 
I will focus on characters, themes and story 
lines that connect all the episodes.

The first episode of Road of Life in the col-
lection is titled “Dr. Brent Inquires About His 
Son” and dated December 27, 1944. It begins 
with a Duz commercial, then “Dr. Brent, call 
Surgery” repeated three times. “It’s after 4:30 

in the morning, and Dr. James Brent is sit-
ting in a small room adjoining the Receiving 
Center at City Hospital in Chicago lighting 
another cigarette. He looks up as Dr. Tom 
Parsons, an intern who is sharing night duty 
with him, enters the room.” Dr. Brent’s son 
John is also an intern at the hospital, and Jim 
tells Tom he is concerned about John and 
wonders whether he resents Jim’s impend-
ing divorce from Carol. They smoke quietly 
together, then begin making rounds at 5. I 
should mention here that although Jim’s and 
Carol’s adopted son is referred to as “Butch” 
in all the surviving episodes I have heard 
but in these newly discovered episodes he is 
called John.

Meanwhile, at “a small frame house on 
Chicago’s north side,” a man prepares to 
leave for the first day of his job at the Wedge-
wood plant. He boards a streetcar, and the 
conductor tells him he can get off at either 
Chicago Avenue or Lake Street. He chooses 
the former, but after alighting is almost im-
mediately run over by an automobile. This 
man has never heard of Dr. James Brent, but 
will soon have “a profound effect” on his life. 
The announcer even refers to him as “this 
little man of destiny.” The episode concludes 
back at the hospital, where Jim and Tom finish 
their rounds at 5:30 a.m. and go downstairs for 
coffee. Then a Public Service Announcement 
requesting that listeners save their used fat 
and donate it to the war effort in exchange 
for extra ration points. Finally, “Be sure to 
listen tomorrow when D-U-Z Duz will bring 
you another episode of Road of Life.”

The episode broadcast on Thursday, De-
cember 28, is titled “Dr. Frasier Refuses to 
Attend to Emergency Patient.” A Duz com-
mercial follows the “Dr. Brent, call Surgery” 
opening. Dr. Frasier is Chief of Staff at City 
Hospital and must make decisions about 
what patients are to be admitted. When the 
man who was run over by an automobile in 
yesterday’s story is brought in by ambulance. 
Frazier takes a quick look at him and tells 
Nurse Regan to find out the man’s identity 
while he consults with a private patient of 
his own. He does take time out to explain to 
the nurse that the man’s recovery could take 
up to two months and that he will only admit 
him (he turns out to be named Jensen) as a 
patient if he has the means and will take the 
responsibility of paying his own medical bills. 
The hospital, he explains, cannot absorb the 
large expenses that will be incurred in housing 
and treating a patient for that long without 
reimbursement. She informs him that Mr. 
Jensen’s wife is on her way there, after which 
he returns to his private patient.

Then Dr. Brent sees the man, still un-
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treated, lying on a cot and learns from Nurse 
Regan that he has been there unattended 
for at least half an hour except for having 
been given something for pain. Jim decides 
on the spot to take over the case and admit 
Jensen in defiance of Dr. Frazier’s orders as 
Chief of Staff. Unknown even to himself, the 
announcer states at the conclusion, in taking 
such action under the circumstances and dis-
missing its possible consequences to himself 
Jim Brent has just “taken a new step on the 
road of life.”

The next episode aired Friday, December 
29, and is titled “Dr. Frasier Told to Get Out 
of the Operating Room.” It opens with a Duz 
commercial (“Duz does everything”). Mrs. 
Elbert Jensen arrives at Chicago City Hospital 
just before 7 a.m. after receiving a telephone 
call from a nurse informing her that her hus-
band has just been admitted. She arrives and 
learns at the front information desk that he is 
presently undergoing surgery. The scene then 
shifts to an operating room where Dr. Brent 
is working on Mr. Jensen. Dr. Frasier enters 
and tells Jim to hurry up because he needs the 
room to perform an appendectomy on one of 
his private patients. The two exchange heated 
words, and Jim then orders the Chief of Staff 
to get out. Will there be consequences?

The next episode in the collection, titled 
“Carol Argues with Her Aunt About Divorc-
ing Jim,” was broadcast on January 3, 1945. 
Carol and Jim Brent have agreed to divorce, 
and she has boarded a train for Reno to file 
the necessary papers. She leaves the train to 
visit her aunt and uncle in Iowa. Her Aunt 
Ellen scolds her for what she is about to do 
and tells her she is probably giving up on the 
marriage because Jim came home for work 
late and missed dinner. Carol defends her 
reasons but holds her temper and remains 
civil throughout the discussion.

Meanwhile Dr. Frasier is having a busy day 
at the hospital. He first sends for Nurse Regan 
and informs her that he has secured a posi-
tion for her as Chief Supervisor of Nurses at 
Boston General Hospital, and she gratefully 
accepts the offer and prepares to leave for 
Boston as soon as possible. He then summons 
Miss Gray and dictates a memorandum to her 
which is to be sent to the staff and Board of 
Trustees at City Hospital. In it he accuses Dr. 

James Brent of “an inexcusable and irrevo-
cable breach of ethics of the medical profes-
sion” and goes on to state that “in an operat-
ing room of this hospital Dr. Brent, without 
cause or reason, deliberately and maliciously 
struck another doctor.” Frasier resents Jim’s 
defiance of his orders in the Elbert Jensen 
case, is embarrassed by his own behavior in 
the matter, and no doubt thinks that getting 
rid of Nurse Frazier and Dr. Brent, who “know 
too much,” will be to his own benefit.

The next episode, “John Argues with Jim 
about the Emergency Surgery,” is dated 
January 4, 1945. John and Jim are sitting in 
the staff dining area, and John expresses his 
anger that Jim hit Dr. Frasier with his fist in 
an operating room that morning. Then Dr. 
Tom Parsons comes over to their table and 
tells John that the private patient Frasier was 
in such a hurry to operate on was “some silly 
society woman” with chronic appendicitis. 
After hearing Tom’s explanation of what hap-
pened while he was assisting, which included 
the fact that Dr. Frasier grabbed Jim’s arm 
while Jim was in the process of operating on 
an emergency hit-and-run patient and was 
holding a scalpel, “Butch” finds Jim in his 
office and apologizes. Jim then shows him a 
memorandum to the staff announcing that the 
Board of Trustees will hold a hearing in one 
week addressing the grounds for “expulsion 
of James Ellis Brent, M.D. for a breach of 
ethics. The charge has been filed by Chief of 
Staff John Grant Frasier, M.D.”

The episode aired on January 5 is titled 
“John Speaks with Dr. Frasier about Jim’s 
Expulsion.” Now that John knows the full 
seriousness of the complaint that Dr. Frasier 
has filed against Jim, he goes to his office to 
try to change his mind. A bitter scene ensues 
during which John raises his voice and be-
comes sarcastic and insulting. The Chief of 
Staff impatiently dismisses him because he 
is busy conferring with another of his private 
patients. Frasier obviously has every intention 
of having Jim fired by the board and tells John 
that in another week Jim “will be one of the 
untouchables.”

A brief note here about smoking. Some-
times cigarette commercials of that era 
claimed that more doctors smoked this or 
that brand than any other (Camels come to 
mind). Dr. Jim Brent seems to be practically 
a chain smoker, and Dr. Parsons companion-
ably smokes with him in an earlier episode I 
described. In Big Sister kindly old Dr. Carville 
is seldom seen without a cigarette either in 
his hand or smoldering in an ash tray within 
reach. Such details lend authenticity to the 
programs and make them more interesting.

On January 8 an episode titled “Carol 
Boards Train For Reno to Get Divorced” was 
aired. Carol and the Brents’ young daughter 
Janie are still visiting Carol’s Aunt Ellen and 
Uncle Sid at their home in Hanover, IA. He 
tells Carol he is thinking about writing an 
editorial for the local newspaper about the 
growing prevalence of divorce among young 
couples. But Carol boards the train for Reno 
despite her aunt’s continued attempts to 
persuade her to go home to Jim. Carol has 
chosen a “bedroom” compartment for her 
and Janie and expects to spend most of the 
time in it until the train arrives in Reno at 6:45 
tomorrow evening. After they finish convers-
ing with Carol, the conductor remarks to the 
porter that “They’re all alike, them women. 
They don’t get a fur coat or a new pair of shoes 
and they pick themselves up and hightail it for 
Reno to divorce their husband.” Then he says 
of Carol, “This trip is probably making her 
twice as happy as her honeymoon did.” Note: 
While John “Butch” Brent is Jim and Carol’s 
foster son, Janie is their biological daughter.

The next episode in the collection, broad-
cast on January 15, 1945 and titled “Jim asks 
John not to Interfere,” opens in a second-floor 
waiting room at City Hospital in Chicago. It 
exemplifies some of the best qualities in day-
time radio dramas, especially their warmth 
and strong family relationships. Dr. Brent 
speaks with Mrs. Jensen, wife of the hit-and-
run victim whose life Jim saved in an earlier 
episode by performing emergency surgery on 
him. She has baked a Swedish layer cake for 
him in appreciation. He tells her he is going 
to take an elevator to the 7th floor to see his 
son, John, an intern whose quarters are lo-
cated there. He takes the cake with him, and 
John inspects it and voices his delight that it 
is topped with marshmallows, nuts and candy. 
He then uses a scalpel to cut off a piece for 
himself, which he has with coffee. Then he 
reads a letter to Jim that Carol has sent him 
from her aunt’s home in Iowa which mentions 
all the snow that is on the ground. . . .

To Be Continued.[

As requested we offer more coverage of radio’s great soap operas.  In this issue soap opera 
specialist Larry Maupin offers insight into the plot contrivances of Irna Phillips’ Road of Life.

The two performers most associ-
ated with the leading roles of 
Dr. Jim Brent and  his scheming 
wife, Carol, in Road of Life, Don 
McGlaughlin and Virginia Dwyer.  
The long-running daytime drama 
created by Irna Phillips is consid-
ered the first soap opera to feature 
a medical milieu.
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THE LAST EPISODE covered in Part 
1 was dated January 15, 1945.  The 
next one, titled “Dr. Frasier Prepares 
a Cover-Up” and aired the following 

day, consists entirely of a scene involving 
City Hospital’s Chief of Staff Grant Frasier 
and surgical nurse Ethel Lanier.  It is lunch 
time; they are walking west on Chicago’s Wa-
bash Avenue and he reminds her that about 
11 years ago they had dinner at the Isle of 
Capri restaurant in that neighborhood.  She 
remembers that very well and calls him “you 
old darling.”  Then she asks him if he ever 
regrets not divorcing his wife for her, and he 
replies that lately he has been thinking about 
the matter because his wife has changed for 
the worse over the years.

Then they enter the restaurant and are 
greeted enthusiastically by a waiter who 
recognizes them at once and shows them to 
“their old booth” in the back.  They order 
“minestrone soup, ravioli with mushroom 
tomatoes, spumoni and a bottle of Chianti 
wine.”  They hold hands under the table and 
discuss the upcoming hospital board meeting 
at which Frasier’s petition for the dismissal 
of Dr. Jim Brent will be discussed and pos-
sibly acted upon.  Ethel was present in the 
operating room when the altercation between 
doctors Frasier and Brent which led to the pe-
tition occurred.  She tells Grant that he made 
a complete fool of himself and that he will be 
lucky if the board doesn’t fire him.

The next episode, dated January 17th, 
takes place entirely in Dr. Brent’s office at 
Wylie Memorial Hospital, “a neuropsychiatric 
institution.”  Jim discusses cases with Sylvia 
Bertram, one of the nurses and an old friend 
of his, and with Dr. Thompson who brings in 
several patient files.  Dr. Thompson reports 
that during the past week he has successfully 
administered shock treatments to a young 
boy who suffers from “dementia praecox” 
(schizophrenia), and Jim asks him about Carol 
Brent’s brother and receives a brief update on 
his therapy.  He also mentions a girl patient 
who has multiple sclerosis.    Then the discus-
sion turns to Jim’s hearing next week before 
the board at City Hospital, where he faces 
expulsion due to a charge of breach of ethics 
filed by Dr. Frasier.  Dr. Thompson supplies 
the interesting information that the private 
patient of Grant Frasier’s for whom he was 
urgently attempting to free up the operat-
ing room that Jim was using for emergency 
surgery was the wife of one of the executives 
at North Shore Refining and Smelting.  Her 
surgery was elective, not an emergency, and 
this may come out at the hearing.

On the following day, we find Jim Brent 
at home in Chicago shortly after 8:30 in the 

evening.  He telephones Carol’s mother Mrs. 
Willis Evans, who tells him that she thinks 
Carol will change her mind about divorcing 
him and will probably not even complete her 
trip to Reno.  In the next scene, Carol and 
their young daughter Janie arrive in Reno by 
train.  They take a taxi to the Canyon Rim 
Hotel, and the cab driver chats with them all 
the way there.  He says the Canyon Rim is too 
quiet and doesn’t have a swimming pool and 
recommends that they stay at the Belvedere.  
Carol tells him she did not come to Reno to 
swim, which he finds hilarious.  When they 
arrive at the hotel, she pays him the 55 cents 
fare plus a tip.

The title of the episode aired on Friday, 
January 19th, is “Carol Has a Nightmare.”  It 
opens with the announcer stating that, “Jim 
Brent is working in the laboratory in Chicago 
at a quarter of eleven in the evening.”  At 
that same moment in Reno, Carol and Janie 
are getting ready for bed in their hotel room.  
Carol tells an inquisitive Janie that her daddy 
is “so tall he can look down on folks.”  Then 
Carol has a dream in which Janie has been 
renamed Happy and is living with Jim.  They 
refuse to let Carol read the comics section 
of the newspaper with them, which hurts her 
feelings.  Mournful bells toll, and Jim tells her 
they are divorce bells.

The following Monday’s episode is the first 
in the collection with the signature theme 
played on the organ at both the beginning and 
end.  The setting is Sylvia Bertram’s home at 
9:30 in the evening, where she and Dr. Brent 
are seated at the dinner table.  There are 
candles, lace cloth and shining silver.  She 
has served fried chicken, pie and coffee, and 
after Jim declines a cigarette he begins staring 
thoughtfully into space.  Sylvia asks him what 
he is thinking about, and he replies nothing in 
particular.  The City Hospital board meeting 
at which his future will be determined will be 
held tomorrow, “about twenty hours from 
now” he tells her.  She is surprised to hear 
that and advises him to go home at once and 
get some sleep.

It is Tuesday afternoon, and Dr. Brent’s 
expulsion hearing will soon begin in the board 
room on the first floor of City Hospital in Chi-
cago.  Two porters, Max and Ernie, are setting 
up the room prior to the meeting.  Jim and 
John Brent stop by to have a look, and Max 
tells Jim that he is grateful for the life-saving 
surgery Jim performed on him years ago and 
also that he never billed him for it.  He also 
tells Dr. Brent that he and Ernie are on his 
side in the issue at hand.  Then Jim and John 
proceed to the lunchroom at 2 p.m., where 

Continued Page 15
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they will eat 30-minutes before the meeting 
is scheduled. 

On Wednesday, the announcer opens with 
“This is Carol Brent’s second day in Reno.  
Shortly before 1:30 in the afternoon she is 
seated at a table in the plaza of the Canyon 
Rim Hotel.”  Janie is playing on a nearby 
swing, and a strange woman sits down at the 
table with Carol and introduces herself as 
Pauline Drake from New York.  She offers 
Carol a cigarette, but Carol declines.  Then 
Pauline tells her she has been married and 
divorced several times and has found that 
“all men become tiresome after a while.”  She 
asks Carol if she has found an attorney yet 
and urges her to do so without further delay 
if she actually intends to divorce her husband.  
Pauline’s first husband, a Mr. Parker, was 52 
and “terribly rich.”  She married him when 
she was 18 with her mother’s enthusiastic ap-
proval.  Then she married an actor who was 
“as poor as C.N. was rich.”  That marriage 
cost her “between $250,000 and $300,000.”  
The next one was “just as handsome and just 
as poor.  A tomboy I met right here in Reno.”

Meanwhile in Chicago Jim and John Brent 
enter the board room at City Hospital and 
are first greeted by Dr. Arthur Kane, then by 
Leo Clark, Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees.  Then Tom Parsons comes in and they 
see Jim’s accuser, Dr. Grant Frasier, seated 
alone.  The moment has at last arrived for 
Jim’s hearing that will determine his future 
at the hospital.  Leo Clark says “Gentlemen, 

this meeting will please come to order.”  The 
announcer concludes the episode by stating 
“That simple sentence brings Jim Brent to a 
fork in the path he has been following.  Eight 
words and he arrive at a fateful crossroads, a 
turning point on the road of life.”

The next day the hearing begins.  All mem-
bers of the Board of Directors and staff are 
present, and Leo Clark recognizes Chief of 
Staff Dr. Grant Frasier to review the charges 
against Jim Brent.  The primary charge is 
breech of ethics, and Frasier states that if the 
medical profession fails to adhere to the high-
est ethical standards it might become nothing 
more than “a brawling, burly commercial 
venture.”  That seems prophetic in light of 
today’s debate about the American health 
care system, which centers on greedy, selfish 
doctors and rapacious hospitals and health 
insurance companies.  Frasier then requests 
that the two interns present be asked to leave 
because they have not yet attained the status 
of staff members.  Dr. Brent agrees that his 
son should leave but asks that Tom Parsons 
be allowed to remain because Jim intends 
to call him as a witness.   Leo Clark seems 
surprised that Jim intends to mount a formal 
defense, but despite Dr. Frasier’s objection 
he rules that Dr. Parsons can come forth and 
give his testimony.

I CONCLUDE PART 2 with an update on doc-
tors and smoking.  In the episode of Mystery 
In The Air dated August 21, 1947, there is a 

commercial that states that, “According to a 
national survey, more doctors smoke Camels 
than any other cigarette.  111,537 doctors liv-
ing in every state in America were questioned 
by three independent research organizations.  
The brand named most was Camels.”  Al-
though no radio soap opera that I am aware 
of was sponsored by a tobacco company, the 
smoking by the doctors in Road of Life and by 
Dr. Carville in Big Sister reflects the pervasive 
use of tobacco even among health care pro-
fessionals during the era of old-time radio.[

SALUTE TO RADIO STATION WXYZ
One of the highlights of the 1986 sperdvac 
convention was the Saturday afternoon, 
November 8, Salute to Radio Station 
WXYZ. Panelists were announcer Fred Foy; 
actor and famed disc jockey Casey Kasem;  
actor Ernie Winstanley, who played the 
Ranger’s nephew Dan Reid; actor Bob 
Maxwell; and engineer Mel Morehouse. 
They talk about their careers and experi-
ences at the station.

sperdvac
presents

0ON-LINE EXCLUSIVE0

UNIQUE RECORDINGS OF SPERDVAC 
MEETINGS WITH THE GIANTS OF OLD-
TIME RADIO NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE.  
ENCODED IN HIGH QUALITY 256 KBPS 

BIT RATE AND SAMPLED AT 44.1 KHZ

presented by Barbara Watkins exclusively at

ROAD OF LIFE continued
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T is shortly after 2:30 pm in the board room of City Hospital 
in Chicago on Friday, January 26, 1945.  Today the hearing 
begins that will determine the fate of Dr. Jim Brent, who stands 
accused of assaulting a fellow doctor and of a breach of ethics on 
charges filed by the hospital’s Chief of Staff Dr. Grant Frasier.  

The first witness, Dr. Tom Parsons, gives testimony deemed to be 
highly prejudicial in favor of Dr. Brent, and after everyone has heard 
him out Dr. Frasier requests that his entire testimony be disallowed.  
The board votes on the matter at once, and approves his petition.  A 
heated argument ensues, and Chairman Leo Clark declares a recess 
until 3:30 to give everyone time to cool off.  The announcer concludes 
with the statement that Dr. Frasier seems  to be winning the day and 
that the outlook is ominous for Jim Brent.

The entire episode on Monday, January 29th takes place in a cor-
ridor outside the board room at City Hospital during a break in the 
proceedings.  The outcome of the hearing looks bleak for Jim Brent, 
and he and his adopted son John try to think of a witness who might 
help his case.  John, whom Jim refers to twice as “Butch” (the name 
by which the character is known throughout most of the serial’s run), 
suggests Nurse Regan but they soon learn that she left the hospital 
just last week to take a job at Boston General.  They do not yet know 
that Dr. Grant Frasier, Jim’s accuser, procured the position for her 
and persuaded her to accept it in order to prevent the possibility of 
her testifying at the hearing against him.

On Tuesday the hearing features a lot of excitement and drama.  
Nurse Genevieve Palmer is called as Dr. Frasier’s first witness, and 
testifies that not only did Dr. Brent commandeer an operating room 
on the morning in question that had been reserved for Dr. Frasier but 
that she also saw him “turn about and deliberately strike Dr. Frasier 
for no reason whatsoever.”  Then Dr. Brent questions her and asks if 
she was aware that Grant Frasier was obviously drunk that morning, 
had been seen “reeling and staggering” down the hall and that every 
nurse and doctor in the hospital knew that he was severely intoxicated 
when he went into the operating room while Dr. Brent was performing 
emergency surgery and grabbed the arm in which he was holding a 
scalpel. She then indignantly denies that, saying that Frasier “doesn’t 
even drink” and that he is one of her favorites at the hospital. 

Board Chairman Leo Clark begins Wednesday’s session by question-
ing surgical nurse Ethel Lanear.  Her testimony at first contradicts prior 
assertions that Dr. Brent’s attitude on the morning of the incident had 
been abrasive and abusive.  She says he was perfectly calm and was 
courteous to everyone, and that Dr. Frasier was the same.  But after 
Dr. Frasier entered the operating theater, she continues, Dr. Brent 
soon became very hostile and ordered the Chief of Staff to get out.  
Then he hit Frasier with his fist and knocked him down.  She denies 
that Frasier grabbed the arm in which Jim Brent was holding the 
scalpel.  Clark then excuses the two doctors, and the board prepares 
to make its decision.

In the next episode it is still Wednesday and shortly after 6pm.  The 
board has been in session since 2:30.  Jim and John Brent sit nervously 
in John’s room in the Interns’ quarters on the top floor of Chicago City 
Hospital, anxiously awaiting the Board’s decision.  They have smoked 
so many cigarettes that they are down to the last seven left between the 
two of them and have completely filled one ash tray.  John has a clock 
that audibly ticks away the seconds as the two discuss various matters 

to pass the time.  John has a photograph of Sally Carter on his desk, 
and Jim asks him about her.  John remarks that his roommate Chet 
never asks the same girl out twice.  Then Jim tells John that he still 
loves Carol.  John’s radio is broken, but he takes out a deck of cards 
and asks Jim if he would like to play some gin.  Then Jim remembers 
some gossip that was “going around the hospital” several years ago 
about an affair between Dr. Grant Frasier and Ethyl Lanear.  This 
serves to remind listeners that the rumor was true and that Ethyl may 
not in fact be an impartial witness.  Then the telephone rings  The 
Board is ready for Jim to return.

Friday’s story begins with Carol and Janie having creamed chicken at 
one of the cafeterias near their hotel in Reno.  Janie likes the chicken, 
but wishes she had ordered ice cream for dessert instead of custard.  
She remembers a chef in Chicago who gave her jelly cookies, then 
notices that Carol did not finish her bread and butter.  Then, at City 
Hospital Jim Brent opens the door to the Board Room and “a heavy, 
oppressive silence greets him.”  Leo Clark asks each of the 26 members 
on the committee to voice a vote, and Dr. Brent is found guilty by 16 of 
them.  Clark then tells Brent that “you are hereby removed from the 
staff, and all privileges at City Hospital will henceforth be denied to 
you.”  Dr. Holland then loudly protests the outcome, but to no avail.

On Monday, February 5th, John Brent smokes his last cigarette as 
he waits in his room at City Hospital for his father to return from the 
board room.  A blue haze fills the air.  Soon Jim knocks, and when 
John admits him he speaks the single word “Guilty.”  Then the two 
go together while Jim places all the contents of his locker in a duffel 
bag.  John rides the elevator down with him to the first floor.  John 
vows to quit his job there voluntarily, but Jim persuades him to “stick 
it out.”  Then Jim says “Goodbye Butch” and leaves, but looks back at 
the hospital one last time and reflects for a moment on the 14 years he 
has spent there before walking away towards his automobile. 

Tuesday’s episode returns to Reno, where Carol has been with Janie 
for some time without having filed for a divorce from Jim.  Yesterday 
while walking around with Janie, Carol noticed that her daughter was 
bored.  Then Janie saw a sign for The Donald Duck Nursery School, 
which gave Carol an idea.  They entered the building and waited for 
someone to greet them.  Soon the schoolmistress came into the room.  

Wednesday’s episode opens in Reno where Carol is writing a letter 
to John Brent.  She hopes he has been looking after Jim, because “he’s 
not good at matching his ties and socks, and staying out of drafts.”  
She mentions that she has enrolled Janie in a nursery school, so even 
though she may be having second thoughts about the divorce she ap-
pears to be making no plans to leave any time soon.  In fact the episode 
which aired on February 9th, two days later, is entitled “Pauline Urges 
Carol To Get a Lawyer.”  Meanwhile Jim “sits dejectedly in his room 
at The Chicago Professional Club For Men,” which he has not left 
for two days after being fired by the board at City Hospital.  Shortly 
after 5pm, having assiduously filled the room with cigarette smoke, 
he receives a visit from a colleague.  Jim tells him that he intends “to 
forget about City Hospital and devote every minute of the day to 
psychiatric cases at Wylie Memorial Hospital.”  

Then the announcer concludes by saying “Be sure to listen tomorrow 
when D-U-Z Duz will bring you another absorbing episode of Road of 
Life.  This is Clayton Collier saying good-bye for the makers of Duz, 
the soap that does everything in your wash.”[

by Larry Maupin

Irna Phillips’
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PART 3 concluded with Jim Brent re-
flecting upon his many years as a doctor 
at City Hospital in Chicago.  The next 

episode, which was aired on Thursday, Febru-
ary 8, 1945 begins in a reading room of Wylie 
Memorial Hospital where Dr. Brent is sitting 
at a desk with a patient’s file open in front of 
him when Nurse Sylvia.

Bertram, “an old friend,” enters and sits 
down beside him.  He tells her that he has 
decided to devote all his time to his position 
as Chief of Staff at Wylie and to his specialty 
in neurosurgery.  Then he inquires about the 
status of his brother-in-law Bill, who has been 
a patient for some time.

The next scene takes place in the office of 
City Hospital Chief of Staff Grant Frasier.  
Nurse Ethel Lanear enters, and finds him 
reading the financial pages of a newspaper.  
She tells him that she is suffering from a 
guilty conscience about her testimony at Dr. 
Brent’s expulsion hearing, and that everyone 
on the staff knows that the lies she told were 
responsible for his being dismissed and barred 
from any further use of the hospital’s facili-
ties.  She then tells Frasier that he promised 
her a substantial reward for her assistance in 
getting rid of Jim Brent, and he tells her to be 
patient about receiving it.  After she leaves he 
phones the Superintendent of Nurses and re-
quests that Miss Lanear be transferred to the 
Highland Park extension because, although 
she is an excellent nurse, “she doesn’t get on 
well with other members of the staff here.”

Friday’s program takes place entirely at 
the hotel in Reno where Carol is staying, and 
begins with Carol standing hopefully at the 
front desk to inquire whether she has received 
any mail.  She learns to her disappointment 
that her only mail is a postcard from her 
mother.  Then Pauline Drake, described as a 
“much-married, sharp-witted, razor-tongued 
New York socialite who has taken a fancy to 
Carol,” steps up behind her.  Pauline laughs 
at Carol for having obtained a card from a 
local library, invites her to go with her to a 
cocktail party that is already underway, and 
all but accuses her of not being serious about 
getting a divorce while in Reno.  It is true 
that Carol likes Reno, and seems in no hurry 
to consult a lawyer and institute proceedings 
for a divorce from Jim.  She clearly does not 
want to go to the party, possibly because she 
is not in the habit of drinking during the day-
time.  Eventually she asks Pauline to leave her 
alone, then relents and says she can make an 
appointment for her with a lawyer tomorrow 
if she wishes.  Note: A newspaper cost three 
cents in Reno in 1945.

On Monday we find Carol in the law office 

of Stanley Eckhart, having arrived promptly at 
2pm for her appointment.  It is located in “one 
of the better buildings” in Reno.  The episode 
is enlivened by Miss Leonard, Eckhart’s 
secretary/receptionist, who is such an absurd 
caricature that she comes across as endearing 
and unintentionally hilarious.  Eckhart has 
not yet returned from lunch, and after an 
initial coldness towards Carol Miss Leonard 
warms up and begins chatting with her.  She 
tells Carol that Eckhart is very attractive “in 
a tired sort of way” and that the ladies re-
ally like him but that he “drinks too much, 
smokes too much and runs around too much.”  
Then she imparts the surprising fact that she 
doesn’t care much for Mr. Eckhart’s clients 
because she doesn’t believe in divorce (it may 
be pertinent to add that she has never been 
married).  Then Carol begins leafing through 
a fashion magazine that is on a table near her 
chair and notices it is dated September, 1941.  
Miss Leonard tells her that most of Mr. Eck-
hart’s clients are in no condition to read while 
they are in his office, so she doesn’t bother 
to waste money by subscribing to current 
magazines.  She personally is not really into 
fashion, and tells Carol that she bought the 
suit she is wearing while visiting her cousin, 
a school teacher, in St.Louis in 1938 and that 
it will be “seven years old this coming July.”  
Carol kindly replies that it has worn well and 
still looks good on her.  When Eckhart does 
arrive, he gets right down to business, receives 
Carol in his office, asks whether she is certain 
she wants the divorce, and upon receiving an 
affirmative reply inquires as to the grounds 
upon which she wishes to file.  When, not 
knowing anything about legal terminology, 
she cannot come up with an answer, he help-
fully suggests mental cruelty and they settle 
on that.  He then dismisses her, telling her to 
discuss fees with Miss Leonard on her way out 
and that her divorce is “practically underway.” 

In the next episode it is still Tuesday, and 
at 6pm Miss Leonard appears at Carol’s hotel 
and leaves a document for her at the front 
desk pertaining to the divorce.  In her room 
at nine o’clock, with Janie safely tucked into 
bed, we find Carol “sitting at a desk beneath 
a shaded lamp with pen in hand, struggling 
to compose the required answers” to a series 
of questions about her grounds for divorce.  
She dismisses one after another, then falls into 
a reverie about a conversation she had with 
her mother just before her marriage to Jim in 
which her mother told her that she is jealous 
by nature and warned her about the perni-
cious effect of that emotion on a marriage.  
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Upon emerging from that reminiscence, 
Carol tells herself  “You can’t list jealousy 
as grounds for divorce, but that’s what it is.”

The setting on Wednesday, Valentine’s 
Day, is Dr. Brent’s office at Wylie Memo-
rial Hospital, and Jim is reading medical 
pamphlets when his sister-in-law Judith 
Evans knocks on the door.  Her husband Bill 
is Carol’s brother, and Judith has come to 
inquire about his status, knowing that he has 
now been a patient there for a considerable 
length of time.  Jim notices that she has lost 
weight, probably due to worrying about Bill, 
and guesses that she has been having coffee 
for breakfast, a hamburger for lunch and a 
pear salad for dinner and little else.  She as-
sures him she can gain back the weight, and 
he then tells her that Bill’s condition is not 
so serious as to be untreatable and that she 
should try to enjoy life as much as possible 
and let him do the worrying as Bill’s physician.  
After she leaves he telephones a Dr. McElroy, 
whose article he has just been reading “in this 
month’s psychiatric journal,” and tells him 
that he has a difficult case, the patient being 
a war veteran who served in the navy.  He tells 
Dr. McElroy “I want to get some additional 
information on pentothal sodium.”

Thursday’s episode takes place entirely 
in Bill Evans’ room at Wylie Memorial.  He 
has been hospitalized there for some time, 
suffering from a classic case of shell shock, 
which is defined in The American Heritage 
Dictionary of the English Language as “any 
of various, usually acute, often hysterical 
neuroses originating in trauma suffered under 
fire in modern warfare.”  Today we witness 
the first meeting in this story line between 
Dr. Jim Brent and Bill, who is his brother-in-
law.  It does not go well.  Bill is surprised and 
angered that Jim would invade his privacy, and 
repeatedly asks him to leave.  I have noticed 
that Jim is often not a sympathetic character, 
which is unusual for the lead role in a soap 
opera.  He tries to bully Bill, to make him 
feel guilty because he says he no longer likes 
his wife Judith, and takes out a cigarette and 
begins to light it until Bill orders him to stop.  
He does finally offer one good piece of advice 
by telling Bill to focus on other people and 
things instead of his own suffering: “Think out 
instead of in.”  Before leaving he obtains Bill’s 
consent to receive pentothal sodium tomor-
row to help him recall some of his repressed 
memories from the war, which may hasten 
his recovery.

Friday the announcer notes that Carol is 
still in Reno establishing her residence there 
prior to filing for divorce from Jim, and that 

Bill Evans served in the Navy Medical Corps 
during World War II.  It is “11 o’clock in the 
morning” as Bill awaits his first treatment with 
pentothal sodium.  Nurse Sylvia Bertram ac-
companies Dr. Brent to the treatment room, 
bearing the needle.  She says Bill’s attitude 
has changed and that he is now hoping for a 
complete cure.  The drug is designed to help 
patients recover subconscious memories that 
are responsible for their symptoms.  By bring-
ing them to consciousness it helps the patients 
and their therapists deal better with their 
destructive force.  A red light begins flashing, 
indicating that the drug is ready to be injected.  
When Sylvia remarks how happy Carol would 
be to learn of her brother’s recovery, Jim 
replies “I’m not doing this for Carol.”  

On Monday, February 19th, Bill’s treat-
ment begins.  He recalls, under the influence 
of the drug Dr. Brent has injected into his 
forearm, that he is ashamed of his conduct 
under fire during the war and thinks he should 
have been dishonorably discharged from the 
navy.  He says that when heavy fighting broke 
out on the small Pacific island where his unit 
was stationed, he remained in a hut while 
others were engaged in battle and sustaining 
serious and often fatal injuries outside.  Then 
he recalls that the hut was a dressing station 
for the wounded, and that when enemy planes 
were heard overhead he did take charge au-
thoritatively in moving the wounded to nearby 
foxholes for shelter.  The reason he remained 
in the hut may have been because two of the 
men were too seriously injured to be moved.  
He remembers offering one of them a ciga-
rette.  This seems to be progress in that the 
newly emerging recollections may convince 
him that he did not behave like a coward.  He 
has been so ashamed of his conduct that he 
told Jim he has not considered himself worthy 
of resuming his profession as a doctor.

Note: An announcement at the conclusion 
states that “Uncle Sam needs ten thousand 
registered nurses for the Army Nurse Corps 
to take care of wounded men returning from 
service overseas.  Upon acceptance into the 
Corps, nurses become officers with a rank of 
Second Lieutenant.  Pay is $150 per month 
plus subsistence.”[
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AT THE CONCLUSION OF PART 4 
of this article, Dr. Jim Brent’s patient 
Bill Evans had responded well to his 

treatment for shell shock at Wylie Memorial 
Hospital in Chicago.  The next day (February 
21, 1945) we find Jim being approached by two 
colleagues, one of whom is Dr. Thompson, 
and they are unhappy that Jim has not been 
holding staff meetings and that no one has 
persuaded “Big Bill” Wylie, who sits on the 
board, to donate the large amount of money 
necessary for the purpose of purchasing new 
and much needed neurological equipment.  
Then they try to convince Jim to approach Big 
Bill, flattering him by insisting that Bill is very 
fond of him.  Jim doesn’t care for their tone, 
dismisses them abruptly and proceeds to the 
hospital Refectory to eat lunch.

Meanwhile, in Reno, Carol Brent arrives 
at the office of her attorney Stanley Eckhart 
at 9:30am.  He tells her he is ready to file for 
divorce on her behalf under the charge of 
mental cruelty.  When she replies that she 
doesn’t want alimony, there is a pause and 
I half expected Eckhart to ask “Then how 
are you going to be able to pay me?”  She 
then frustrates him further by telling him her 
real reason for wanting a divorce is that she 
is jealous of Jim’s relationship with Eleanor 
Richards.  He  concludes by stating that if a 
husband behaves in such a way as to make 
his wife feel jealous and neglected, that can 
be construed as mental cruelty.  And after all, 
they are in Reno. 

On February 22nd, at “a few minutes af-
ter twelve,” Carol sits in her hotel room in 
Reno with needle and thread mending one 
of Janie’s dresses.  Soon New York socialite 
Pauline Drake knocks on the door and, after 
being admitted, invites Carol to spend the 
afternoon at her club which is about seven 
miles out of town.  Carol has no enthusiasm 
for the prospect, and offers the excuses that 
she is not dressed for the occasion and has to 
be back in Reno by five in order to pick up 
Janie from school.  Pauline reassures her that 
the dress and skirt she is wearing along with 
the matching jacket will be fine.  Then she 
tells Carol she will be the envy of every other 
woman at the club because Stanley Eckhart 
is waiting downstairs to drive them there and 
will be Carol’s escort.  Eckhart’s initial atti-
tude towards Carol of a coldness bordering on 
contempt has now given way to about as much 
flirtatiousness as a man so jaded can summon 
up.  At the end of the episode, the announcer 
warns us to keep an eye on him.  But can Carol 
possibly be interested in an aging womanizer 
who drinks and smokes far too much?

Today’s story (Friday, February 23rd) 
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takes place entirely inside the office of Bill 
Wylie, who is a Chicago politician as well as 
Chairman of the Board of Wylie Memorial 
Hospital.  Dr. Brent is there to request that 
Wylie persuade the board to provide addi-
tional funding to purchase necessary equip-
ment.  Big Bill has trouble paying attention, 
having already made up his mind as to what 
his answer will be.  While Jim drones on, 
Bill watches a flock of pigeons flying around 
City Hall.  When Miss Gilhooley buzzes Bill 
to tell him that Commissioner Fowler is on 
the line and that three or four people are 
waiting to see him, he replies irritably “I told 
you I was busy” and hangs up.  Soon after 
that she buzzes him again and tells him Miss 
Madeleine Post is waiting impatiently to see 
him.  By this time he has become desperately 
bored with Dr. Brent, and tells Miss Gilhooley 
he will see Miss Post in sixty seconds.  Dur-
ing that time he tells Jim he cannot raise any 
additional money at present, and Jim replies 
that he himself is not fit to be Chief of Staff 
if he cannot persuade the board to support 
the purchase of necessary equipment.  Then 
twenty-year-old Madeleine Post bursts into 
the office and begins to berate Big Bill.  Her 
father sometimes makes large contributions 
to Wylie’s political campaigns.  When she sees 
Dr. Brent sitting there, she becomes flustered 
and apologizes.  But having had a good look 
at her, Jim asks “Why don’t we both stay?”

The announcer concludes with “Madeleine 
Post, fresh, vital, headstrong, wearing a smart 
Red Cross uniform and looking much older 
and much more sophisticated than her years, 
smiles at Jim.  She says “I think you’ve made 
a wonderful suggestion, Dr. Brent.  Suppose 
both of us do stay.  You have no objection 
have you, Mr. Wylie?”   

In the episode aired the following Monday 
(February 26th) we find Jim Brent and Mad-
eleine Post still in Bill Wylie’s office.  She 
tells Bill she has come to see him because she 
has received a ticket for illegally parking her 
station wagon in front of a fire plug and must 
now appear in court, which she equates with 
being arrested.  Bill tells her he will not get 
the ticket fixed for her.  Then Jim continues to 
discuss the need for funding to purchase criti-
cal neurological equipment for the hospital.  
When Madeleine asks why Bill refuses to help 
out, Jim replies that Wylie “gave us the entire 
hospital” and is momentarily stumped when 
she asks him why he needs even more money 
from him.  Then Bill makes a proposition to 
Madeleine.  If she will persuade her wealthy 
father to donate $200,000 to the hospital, 
he will arrange for her case concerning the 
parking ticket to be tried privately in a judge’s 
chambers so her father will never find out 
about it.  Madeleine concludes that she should 
just have married the policeman, and would 
not have needed anyone’s help with the ticket.

The star of Tuesday’s show is Madeleine’s 
mother Ernestine, an eccentric hypochon-
driac and a quirkily sympathetic character.  
Madeleine has invited Jim to dinner with her 
parents so he can meet her wealthy father.  
Mrs. Post is not expecting company, and is 
irritated when Madeleine comes home and 
begins shouting for her.  She says she has “a 
splitting headache” but comes downstairs 
at once when she learns that Madeleine has 
brought home a doctor.  She greets Jim, then 
tells him she has “a terrific pain” in her left 
shoulder and asks if he thinks a massage would 
help.  When Madeleine says “I thought you 
had a headache,” Mrs. Post replies “It must 
have moved down.”  Jim doesn’t take the 
hint about the massage, though, even though 
she asks him twice.  She even asks Jim if he 
is thinking of marrying Madeleine, no doubt 
feeling it would be convenient to have a doctor 
in the family.  Then she tells Jim her husband 
Augustus is at a business meeting and will not 
be home until late that evening.  When Jim 
decides to leave for his hospital rounds, she 
amends her story and says Augustus should 
be home soon after dinner.  While Jim then 
telephones Dr. Thompson to ask him to take 
over his rounds that evening, Mrs. Post brings 
some of her medications downstairs to ask Jim 
his opinion about their efficacy in helping her 
stomach condition.  The announcer concludes 
“Arrayed on the table were no less than two 
dozen bottles of various colors, sizes and 
shapes and a score of boxes containing pills.” 

Today we join Mrs. Post, Madeleine and 
Dr. Brent in the Posts’ spacious living room 
as they await the arrival of Augustus.  Ernes-
tine assures Jim that her husband will make 
a generous contribution to the Red Cross, 
and when Madeleine reminds her that Dr. 
Brent is trying to raise money for his hospital, 
she replies that hospitals are nice too.  Then 
Mrs. Post asks Jim if he thinks penicillin will 
become available for purchase at drug stores 
without a prescription, and he answers that 
it is a powerful drug and will probably never 
be sold over the counter.  Then she asks “Do 
you think penicillin would do any good for 
those dreadful pains I’ve been having in the 
small of my back?”  After Madeleine chides 
her for constantly seeking free medical advice 
from Dr. Brent, she decides to schedule an 
appointment with him for a complete physi-
cal examination.  As Jim prepares to leave 
without meeting Mr. Post, Ernestine detains 
him for another fifteen minutes with ques-
tions about her weak stomach, which she has 
suffered from since she was a girl.  

Back at the hospital, Jim tells Dr. Thomp-
son he has received assurances from Mad-
eleine and Mrs. Post that they will convince 
Augustus to make a large contribution for 
the purchase of neurological equipment.  He 
adds that Mrs. Post “is one of the worst hypo-

chondriacs I’ve ever seen.”  When Thompson 
learns that the expected donor is Augustus 
J. Post, he says “You won’t get a cent out of 
Post, Jim.  I’ve known him for years.  Gus Post 
is the tightest man who ever set foot in Chi-
cago.”  Then Madeleine phones and tells Jim 

Profile of the creator of Road of Life from 
the June 15, 1940, edition of Broadcasting.
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Marion Shockley as Carol Brewster and John Briggs as Irwin Daley in photograph from pictorial illustration of Irna Phillips’ Road of Life  in the 
February 1957 edition of Radio Mirror.  Original caption reads:  Carol Brent,  Dr. Jim’s lovely, petite wife, is trying desperately to overcome the 
natural jealousy she feels toward Carson—an effort made no easier by Carson’s public avowal of her love for Jim.  But Carol has lived through 
one unhappy marriage; all her strength of character and bitter experience are behind her determination to make this marriage a success.  These 
qualities of character, as well as her beauty and the charm of her daughter Janie, are finding their way into a portrait Irwin Daley is painting of 
the mother and child.  Largely because of the  personalities of his subjects, Daley, who has never before done anything worth while, is turning 
out a real masterpiece.
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her father will be happy to see him in Post’s 
office at 2:30 tomorrow afternoon.  She thinks 
the check he will write “will be a whopper.”

The comic elements of this story line 
continue in the March 1, 1945 episode.  Jim 
Brent’s quixotic quest to raise money for 
Wylie Memorial finds him on time for his 
appointment with Augustus Post in his office 
on the 7th floor of a department store that 
takes up an entire block on State Street.  Miss 
Worth ushers Jim in after he has waited for 
an hour.  Post is a blustering tyrant and has 
no idea who Jim is or why he is there.  When 
Brent reminds him that he is there by invita-
tion and that the meeting was arranged by 
Madeleine, Post assumes that he has come 
to raise money for the Red Cross.  When it 
dawns on him that Jim is “Doctor” Brent, 
he remembers that his wife Ernestine is very 
fond of him, and offers him “twenty-five, thirty 
thousand dollars” for the first year if he will 
agree to devote himself exclusively to being 
Ernestine’s personal physician.  Then Jim be-
comes angry and begins lecturing Post about 
the shortage of doctors and how egotistical 
he is, which does not help his cause.  Post 
refuses to give him a penny for the hospital at 
this time, saying he will take the matter under 
advisement for 1946 or 1947.

When Miss Worth buzzes him, Post tells 
her he will see his next appointment in one 
minute and curtly dismisses Jim.  The an-
nouncer says “Crushed by the treatment he 
received, depressed by his own failure, Jim 
Brent leaves the department store and walks 
slowly down State Street.”  Then Jim goes into 
a drugstore and telephones Big Bill to inform 
him about what happened.  The receptionist 
tells him Wylie wants him to come over right 
away about a matter that she describes as 
“terribly important.”

 

THE FINAL EPISODE of Road of Life 
in the Joe Hehn collection takes place 
entirely in Big Bill Wylie’s office at 

City Hall.  Bill introduces Dr. Brent to Carl 
and Emma Beddiker, and describes them as 
“old friends” whose basement he used for a 

polling place when he first started in politics 
as a Precinct Captain in the 21st District.  Jim 
mentions that his attempt to raise money for 
the hospital from Augustus Post ended earlier 
that day without success.  Bill explains that 
what Post really wanted and was willing to 
pay for was for Jim to become his wife Er-
nestine’s personal physician, laughing heartily 
as he gives the Beddikers some of the details.  
Emma says they have known Ernestine for 
years and that she is a notorious hypochon-
driac.  They have just moved back to Chicago 
after living in Detroit for three years, and may 
be interested in making what Emma describes 
as a “modest” donation to the hospital.  They 
listen closely to Jim’s explanation of why Wy-
lie Memorial needs money so urgently, then 
get up to leave for a cocktail party to which 

Emma says they are already twenty minutes 
late (it is 5:20pm).  

After their departure Bill tells Jim they had 
already agreed to donate $300,000 before he 
arrived.  “It’s in the bag!” he says.  So Jim 
cannot even take credit for this contribu-
tion, and his unbroken record of failure to 
raise money for the hospital of which he is 
Chief of Staff remains intact.  The announcer 
concludes as follows: “At precisely the same 
moment when Carl and Emma Beddiker are 
on their way out of city hall, another man is 
on his way out of a hospital.  The man, who 
is tall, gray haired and rather distinguished 
in appearance, is in excellent humor.  He too 
is on his way to a cocktail party.  His name is 
Dr. Grant Frasier.” [ 

At the June 8, 1985, sperdvac meeting we had three guests, Florence Halop, Jack Kelk and Joan 
Banks Lovejoy, who shared their radio memories with us. Florence Halop started in radio 
when she was four-years-old. Among her roles on radio was Miss Duffy on Duffy’s Tavern. 
To me she will always be remembered fondly as the curmudgeonly Miss Hufnagel on TV’s 
St. Elsewhere. Jackie Kelk began his show business career on Broadway when he was 10. He 
is best remembered as Homer Brown on The Aldrich Family for 13 years and for seven years 
as Jimmy Olson on Superman. Joan Banks started in radio when she was in college. Her first 
role was that of a straight man for Walter O’Keefe. She went on to do many comedies and 
dramas and soap operas, including the title role in Mary Foster, the editor’s daughter. Share 
this delightful afternoon with us!
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